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REMARKS 

Claims 1-5 are pending in the application. Claims 1-5 are rejected as being 
unpatentable over Seal (4,049,309) in view of Murray et al. (6,424,900) and Koga et al. 
(6,033,041). Applicants have amended claim 1 and added new claim 6. 

Claim 1 has been amended to recite, inter alia, "a chassis having a by-wire 
braking system, a by-wire steering system, a by- wire energy conversion system, and at least 
three wheels . . . and wherein said frontal impact energy dissipation compartment and said energy 
absorption material extend rearward of at least a portion of one of said at least three ^eels." As 
shown in Figures 3, 4, and 7 of Seal, front honeycomb panel 16 does not extend rearward of at 
least a portion of one of the wheels 26 of Seal. None of Seal, Murray et al., and Koga et al. 
teaches or suggests a fix)ntal impact energy dissipation compartment filled with energy 
dissipation material that extends rearward of at least a portion of a wheel. For a rejection to be 
proper under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), the prior art reference or references must teach or sug^st all 
the claim limitations. MPEP § 2143. Accordingly, Applicants submit that amended claim I is 
allowable. 

The limitations added to claim 1 are found in Figures 22a and 22b of the present 

application. 

Claims 2-5 ultimately depend from claim 1 and are therefore allowable for at least 
the same reasons that claim 1 is allowable. 

Claim 6 recites, inter alia, a vehicle comprising **an energy conversion system 
and an energy storage system; and a body including a floor at least partially forming a passenger 
compartment; wherein at least a portion of one of the energy conversion system and the energy 
storage system is packaged under the floor ; wherein said body includes a frontal impact energy 
dissipation compartment formed therein forward of the passenger compartment and filled with an 
energy absorption material to facilitate frontal impact energy absorption." (emphasis added). 



4 



PAGE 5/7 * RCVD AT 7/6/2005 3:02:14 PM |Eastem Daylight Time] * 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-1/5 * bNI8:872&306 * CSIDrl 248 380 8868 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-32 



JUL QG 2004 2:58Pn 



qUIMN LRU GROUP 



1 -248-380-8968 



p.G 



S/N 10/678205 



Atty Dkt No. GP-302543 (GM0288PUS) 



No part of the energy conversion system "is packaged under the floor" of the 



body 22 of Seal. More particularly, as shown in Figure 7 of Seal, the entire energy conversion 
system of Seal, including the engine 49, is rearward of the passenger compartment of body 22 
and higher than the floor that partially defines the passenger compartment. Furthermore, Seal 
does not disclose that any part of an energy storage system is ''packaged under the floor.** 
Indeed, with reference to Figure 7 of Seal, nothing is packaged under the floor that partially 
forms the passenger compartment. 



Moreover, neither Murray et al, nor Koga et al. teaches or suggests a portion of an 



energy conversion system or an energy storage system packaged under a floor at least partially 
fomiing a passenger compartment, as recited by claim 6. Accordingly, Applicants submit that 
claim 6 is allowable. 

CONCLUSION 

This Amendment is believed to be fully responsive to the Office Action mailed 
April 6, 2005. The remarks in support of the rejected claims are believed to place this 
application in condition for allowance, which action is respectfully requested. 



QUINN LAW GROUP, PLLC 
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Respectfully submitted. 



Christopher E. Borroni-Bird» et aL 




Robert C. Corbett 
Reg. No. 51,089 
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